
 

 

Gone - But Not Forgotten 

Over the course of time, attractions remembered and endeared by many seem to 
eventually disappear.  Some are lost as a result of planned renovation, and others are 
lost as a result of some type of unplanned incident.  This was the case for two symbolic 
establishments that were destroyed by fire in 1972, the Interlaken Ballroom in April and 
the Sweet Shop in June.  

Interlaken Ballroom, the home of countless dances and dance bands and the place of 
immeasurable memories for many area residents, was quickly reduced to ashes on 
April of 1972, apparently the result of an electrical failure.  The fifty-seven year old 
wooden structure was destroyed in less than an hour.  The fire was fought with all 
Fairmont fire equipment available at the time and was fueled by wind gusts of up to 
thirty miles per hour.  Although briefly contained, the fire soon became uncontrollable 
and the demise of the structure was all but inevitable. 

The ballroom, believed to have been built in about 1914, was originally designed for use 
during the summer months from Memorial Day through Labor Day.  Interlaken Ballroom, 
Inc., took ownership in 1947 and then winterized it for year around use.  In subsequent 
years, there were usually two regular dances weekly in addition to special occasion 
dances such as the firemen’s ball and policemen’s ball.  Old-time dances were 
scheduled for Thursday nights and modern dances for Saturday nights.  Some of the 
well known bands that played there included Duke Ellington, Lawrence Welk, Claude 
Thornhill with the renowned vocalist, Fran Warren.  Others included Tiny Hill and a 
famous trumpet player named Henry Busse. 

At the time of the fire, the ballroom was owned by Leo Gorder.  The capacity of the 
venue was 480 seats and it held 1,200 plus people.  Its value at the time of the fire was 
considered to be approximately $60,000 to $100,000.      

The Sweet Shop, located at 110 North North Ave., now known as Downtown Plaza, 
dated back to 1911 when Gus Boosalis, known then as “The Gus,” moved to Fairmont 
from Mankato.  The business evolved from a fruit and candy store in a basement into 
what was considered by many as a legendary eatery of its time. 

However, this familiar sight that was well known to many literally went up in smoke one 
Sunday afternoon in June, also the result of a fire.  The mysterious blaze started at 
approximately 3:00 in the afternoon destroying the Sweet Shop, uprooting families living 
in apartments above the restaurant and adjoining buildings, in addition to causing 
smoke and water damage to neighboring businesses. 

It was discovered on a Sunday afternoon by a city employee who happened to stop at 
city hall.  He noticed smoke in the alley behind the Sweet Shop and contacted the 



 

 

police.  Once it was determined to be a fire, he and a Fairmont policeman contacted the 
fire department and then checked the apartments above the Sweet Shop and the 
neighboring buildings to warn people of the fire.   

The Fairmont Fire Department arrived with three trucks and extra firemen came from 
Welcome, Sherburn, Truman, Ceylon, and Granada.  However, the firemen were unable 
to penetrate the heavy smoke to get to the source of the fire which was in the basement 
of the Sweet Shop.  Spectators lined the streets and sidewalks in an attempt to get a 
better view of the fire while ignoring police warnings to stay back.  However, they 
quickly retreated as a result of an explosion that propelled bricks, glass, smoke and 
other debris out toward the crowd.  When it was determined that the Sweet Shop could 
not be saved, the firemen then concentrated their efforts on keeping the fire from 
spreading to adjoining businesses.   

By 10:00 p.m. that evening the floor of the upstairs apartment and the main floor of the 
Sweet Shop had fallen through and the basement was filled with five to six feet of water.  
In addition, the basement of nearby Mahowald’s Hardware had about two to three feet 
of standing water.  Other downtown businesses incurring smoke or water damage 
included the Lake Theater, Roger’s Jewelry, and the Ben Franklin store.  The loss to the 
Sweet Shop as a result of fire and water damage was estimated to be in excess of 
$100,000.00. 

Although both of these beloved establishments are gone, countless memories 
undoubtedly linger in the minds of those fortunate enough to have experienced the 
delectable offerings of the Sweet Shop and the innumerable dances and dance bands 
that performed at the Interlaken Ballroom.  

For more information on this topic, or to become a member of the Martin County 
Historical Society, visit the Pioneer Museum in Fairmont. 
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