
Homecoming 
 

 
Homecoming, as defined by dictionary.com is as follows:   

1. A return to one's home; arrival at home. 
2. An annual event held by a college, university, or high school for 
visiting alumni.  
 

Homecoming week and all its associated activities are an important part of the lives of 
high school students.  There are many activities including pep fests, a homecoming 
parade, the crowning of a king and queen, and of course, the big football game on 
Friday night.  
 
As the FHS Homecoming festivities are at hand, it’s interesting to look back a few years 
and see what homecoming was like in the past and how it has evolved.  In reviewing the 
FHS Echo Newspapers from the past, Red & White Day in 1954 was held on October 
1st.  It featured a parade, the homecoming game against New Ulm at 8:00 p.m., and a 
sock hop after the game.  The Cardinal’s record as of that date was one and one, a win 
against Estherville and a loss to Worthington.  Admission to the dance was thirty-five 
cents for couples and twenty cents for singles.  
 
At that time, the annual “Snake Dance” was held on Thursday and was led by the senior 
band.  The human snake zigzagged down Third Street, through the business section, 
and down First Street to the Fairgrounds, at that time located at the current site of Five 
Lakes Centre.  Students held a pep fest with “flames licking at the dummy,” the dummy 
apparently representing the opposing team.  After that, students scattered to garages to 
put the final touches on their floats.  Floats were entered by grades eight through twelve 
with prizes ranging from $5.00 for first place, $3.00 for second place, and $2.00 for third 
place.  Half-time of the football game was scheduled to feature a unique quiz show with 
contestants from the Senior Band and the Cardinal Band.  KSUM commentator Ev Ort 
was slated to emcee the program.  Janice Meyer was crowned the 1954 Homecoming 
Queen out of a total of ten candidates, all senior girls. 
 
How did things change a decade later, in 1964?  Again in reviewing the Echo, Red & 
White Day in 1964 was held on October 2nd.  Jeanne Grathwohl was crowned 
Homecoming Queen and her two attendants were Betty Hamre and Marsha 
Ellenbecker.  The coronation took place at 3:00 p.m. on Thursday.  At 7:15 p.m. a pep 
fest was held followed by two FHS singing groups and a skit by the Dramatics Club 
taken from “The Three Billy Goats Gruff.”  The four best floats would be awarded prizes 
of $10.00, $7.00, $5.00, and $3.00.   



The Homecoming Game featured the Cardinals with a one and two record facing the 
unbeaten Hutchinson Tigers, the only team to beat the Cardinals during the previous 
season.  To quote a phrase from the 1964 Echo, “Homecoming havoc is an annual 
thing at FHS.  The whole school has been afire this hot week.  Who missed the sleep or 
studies?  (Especially when the whole week will end tonight when our team touches off a 
victory.)”  The halls of the high school were covered with slogans, designs, and 
displays, however, there was no mention of a “Snake Dance” or bon fire.  The 
Homecoming Dance featured music by the Del Rays and admission was fifty cents for 
couples and thirty-five cents for singles. Again, inflation was at work from 1954 to 1964 
regarding both the prizes and admission to the dance.   
 
In 1974, according to the Echo, the festivities began on Tuesday of Homecoming Week 
when the Red & White Day queen candidates gave their skits in the auditorium.  The 
election of the Homecoming Queen was held on Wednesday, The Red & White Day 
Parade was on Thursday at 7:00 p.m., and the queen was crowned at 8:15 p.m. in the 
auditorium with the 1973 queen, Doreen Olson, presenting the crown to the new queen, 
Pam Hanson. 
 
The 1974 Homecoming Game featured the two and two Waseca Bluejays facing the 
three and one Fairmont Cardinals.  Coach Mahoney commenting on the Cardinal’s first 
overtime loss in their history the previous week against the New Ulm Eagles said, “Both 
teams played well on defense all through the game,” said Mahoney, “However, our 
offense couldn’t generate enough to score.  And if you can’t score, you can’t win.” 
 
The Red & White Day Dance would signal the conclusion of the homecoming festivities 
and featured a band from the Twin Cities, Rue Light.  The dance was held from 9:30 
p.m. to 1:00 a.m. with the cost being $4.00 per couple and $2.25 for singles. Once 
again, there was no mention of a “Snake Dance” or a dummy being burned at the stake 
as was the case in 1954.   
 
Homecoming Week, as well as most aspects of our society, has certainly evolved.  
However, in many ways it has also stayed the same.  FHS Homecoming Week 2014 will 
undoubtedly be a festive time culminating with the Cardinals being victorious over the 
New Ulm Eagles.  GO CARDS!!!  
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