
J C Penney and Martin County 
 
J C Penney’s stores are well known both locally and nationally.  It’s interesting to see 
how the company originally came into existence.  However, perhaps even more 
interesting might be to uncover the history of the J. C. Penney store in Martin County.   
 
J.C. Penney was an American businessman born on September 16, 1875, in Caldwell 
County, Missouri. He worked at a dry goods store where he learned the business and 
eventually opened his own store in 1902. He expanded to 175 stores by the time he 
retired in 1917. He stayed active behind the scenes at the company to help plan the 
chain’s future. During the Great Depression, his stores survived by offering a good 
value to customers on a budget. He was a member of the company’s Board of Directors 
until his death on February 12, 1971.1 
 
The original name for the store that started J.C. Penney in the dry goods business was 
The Golden Rule. By 1912 there were 34 Golden Rule stores, but the following year it 
was changed to JC Penney when Penney accepted a majority ownership of the chain, 
William McManus still being a partner. In two years alone, from 1915 to 1917, the 
company grew from 83 stores to 175. The chain expanded rapidly as store managers 
were allowed to open new stores, keeping one quarter of the profits, as soon as they 
were successful. This simple concept led the stores massive expansion and making it 
the second-biggest retailer in the country by 1970.2 
 
The first JC Penney store in Martin County opened on September 4, 1925, at 212 N. 
North Avenue in Fairmont.  The managers of that first store were Earl Haire and Donald 
Campbell.  The second J C Penney store opened in 1940 at 300 N. North Avenue in 
Fairmont.  Its managers were Donald Campbell, Charles Helms, and Thomas 
Thompson.  The third, and current, J C Penney store opened on April 15, 1970, in the 
then Fair Mall Shopping Center in Fairmont.  The manager of the store at that time was 
William Krick.  That store at one time also had an auto center to the north side of the lot 
toward Blue Earth Avenue.  What was at one time the J. C Penney Auto Center is now 
the State Bank of Fairmont.   
 
J C Penney stores were at one time found primarily in downtown locations.  However, 
as times and retail changed, their locations have evolved into shopping mall locations 
as did the Fairmont store. 
 

                                            
1 http://www.biography.com/people/jc-penney-38638 
2 http://historyofbusiness.blogspot.com/2007/03/history-of-jc-penny.html 



The J C Penney store in Fairmont has been in existence in various locations and has 
been a mainstay of the local retail community serving Martin County since 1925. 
 
For more information on this topic, or to become a member, visit the Pioneer Museum in 
Fairmont. 
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